
 
September 9, 2022 

Dear Parents, 
 
 This week, our class finished our Kindergarten shape unit.  On Tuesday, we read the book 
“What is a Square?”, and the students wrote a journal page about turning squares into waffles, 
houses, and board games.  On Wednesday, we read the book “Rectangles” and we sang a song 
about Rectangles, and the students learned that the shape has two long sides and two short sides.  
They used their shape knowledge to find rectangles in our classroom, and then they wrote a journal 
page about turning rectangles into a train, a truck, a sign in our classroom, and a door.  On Thursday, 
we talked about hexagons and where we might see a hexagon in the world.  The class was super 
creative with ideas such as a bee hive and a traffic sign.  Today, we read “The Shape of Things”, and 
the students used the two-dimensional shapes we learned this week to create their own person, 
animal, robot, or other unique ideas.   
 In Fundations, this week we learned the sounds for “C c”, “O o”, “A a”, and “G g”.  The letter- 
sound cards are in your Friday Folder today to add to your letter-sound card ring at home.  Your 
child’s handwriting book for this set is also coming home today.  We are teaching handwriting of the 
upper and lowercase letters as the students are learning the sounds, and we are using the cues “sky 
line, plane line, grass line, and worm line”.   Letters that start at or touch the top line reach the “sky 
line”.  Letters that start at the middle or dash line begin at the “plane line”.  Letters that touch the 
bottom line go to the “grass line”.  Letters that go below the line touch the “worm line”.  These cues 
will help students visualize the correct starting and stopping boundaries for forming each of the 
letters.     
 In Math this week, the students have been practicing using a 5 frame and counting mats to 
count groups of objects from 1-10 with 1:1 correspondence.  We have been practicing this skill using 
collections (ie shells, buttons, bolts and washers, shapes, stamps, etc).  The students started with 
groups of 1-5, and then we introduced groups of 10.  We will continue working on counting collections 
with a partner, and even challenge collections of 15-20 objects.   Students are also working on 
explaining how they counted their objects to a partner (ie “I lined up the objects and touched each 
one as I counted”, “I made groups of 5 objects and counted them”, “I used a 5 frame to help me 
count”).  For extra practice at home, ask you child to find a collection to count at home!  (ie count 
socks in the laundry, count a collection of Legos, count the silverware at the dinner table, build a 
tower and count the blocks you used) 

Starting next week, our class shape books will be coming home in the backpacks with 
students.  If your child has a class book in his/her backpack, please read the book with him or her that 
night and return the book to school the next day.  Then, each child will have a chance to bring home 
each of our class books to share with his/her family.  Thank you for your support! 
 Next week, we will begin our two-week Apple unit.  During this unit, we will study the life cycle 
of an apple from seed to apple, and we will be comparing and contrasting different features of apples 
in the Art Center, Discovery Center, Dramatic Play Center, and Writing Center.   
 Thank you so all the parents who ordered books last week!   Your orders have all been 
submitted and should be arriving soon.  Each order earns bonus points, and those points help 
towards purchasing books for our classroom, and gift books for your child for holidays and birthdays!  

Reminders: 
September 19 – Picture Day 

September 23– Institute Day – No School 
October 5 – Wheaton Firefighters Classroom Visit 

 
Have a wonderful weekend! 

Miss Jennifer Hottendorf 


